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DEFINITION OF TERMS AND TERMINOLOGIES

Biodiversity
The variability among living organisms and the ecological complexes of which they
are a part. This includes diversity within species, between species, and of
ecosystems.

Climate change Refers to both global warming driven by human emissions of greenhouse gases
and the resulting large-scale shifts in weather patterns.

Deforestation The direct human-induced conversion of forested land to non-forested land.

Ecosystem services
The various direct and indirect benefits that people derive from ecosystems,
including provisioning (e.g., food, fiber, biomass, freshwater, natural medicine),
supporting (e.g., nutrient cycling, soil formation), regulating (e.g., air quality,
climate), and cultural (e.g., recreation, eco-tourism, spiritual).

Forest degradation Any process that reduces the density of flora or fauna in a forest, especially by the
removal of trees, resulting in decreased provision of ecosystem services.

Forest
An area of land covering at least 0.5 hectares, with a minimum tree crown cover
of 10% and a minimum height of 3.0 meters.

Forest reserve A legally recognized and demarcated area for the production of timber and other
forest products, water catchment, and biodiversity conservation

Forest resources
Forest and forest produce, including wood and non-wood resources found in a
forest.

Land use plan
Allocates and zones land for its desirable use, considering environmental
conditions and people's needs. It also formulates legal and administrative tools to
enforce the plan.

Local community  A group of interacting people with a common culture, traditions, and beliefs, who
share a common environment.

Stakeholder
Any individual, group, organized or unorganized, or institution that shares a
common interest or stake and can negatively or positively impact a specific issue
or system within forest sector development.

TERM DEFINITION



DEFINITION OF TERMS AND TERMINOLOGIES

Sustainable forest management
The stewardship and use of forests and forestlands at a rate that maintains their
biodiversity, productivity, regeneration capacity, vitality, and ecological, economic,
and social functions, without damaging other ecosystems.

Tenure The holding of land or other property through arrangements such as leasehold,
freehold, customary ownership, and others.

Wetlands
Areas of marsh, fern, peatland, or water—natural or artificial, permanent or
temporary—with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish, or salty, including
areas of marine water with a depth at low tide not exceeding six meters.

Village Land Use Plan
A plan prepared at the village level that allocates and zones land to its desirable
use, respecting environmental conditions and people’s needs, and formulates
legal and administrative tools to enforce the plan.

Wildlife
Any wild and indigenous animals and plants, their habitats, and ecosystems found
on land or water, including exotic species introduced to Tanzania, wild animals in
transit, or temporarily maintained in captivity.

TERM DEFINITION
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VISION AND MISSION

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

02

Executive
Summary
The Rufiji Delta Landscape Strategy (RDLS) 2025-2050 is a long-term framework designed to ensure the 
sustainable management and conservation of one of Tanzania’s most ecologically and socio-economically 
significant landscapes. The Rufiji Delta Landscape (RDL) harbours diverse ecosystems, including (1) Marine 
(mangroves, Seagrass and Corals), (2) Freshwater (Rivers) and Terrestrial (natural forests and agricultural). 
The ecosystems support the livelihoods of thousands of people and nature. However, the RDL faces 
various environmental and socio-economic challenges, including habitat destruction, resource over-
exploitation, climate change, and land tenure conflicts.

This strategy developed collaboratively with stakeholders through a participatory process, aims to address 
these issues while promoting the resilience of ecosystems and communities. It builds on previous efforts, 
such as the Rufiji Environmental Management Project (REMP), and incorporates findings from various 
stakeholder consultations, reports, and 4R diagnosis and visioning workshops. These workshops were 
instrumental in refining the vision, mission, and strategic objectives for managing the Rufiji Delta 
Landscape.

The agreed vision for the Rufiji Delta Landscape is:

The RDLS outlines six strategic objectives, refined through stakeholder consultations, to be achieved
between 2025 and 2050:

Enhanced water access and quality: Ensuring sustainable management of water resources for both
ecosystem health and community use.

1.

Secured land tenure and equitable resource access: Addressing land tenure issues to reduce conflicts
and ensure fair access to natural resources.

2.

Ensured sustainable livelihoods and socio-economic well-being: Promoting alternative livelihoods and
improving socio-economic conditions to reduce pressure on natural resources.

3.

The mission of the RDLS is to

"Rufiji Landscape is sustainably managed for ecosystem services and community resilience."

"To collaboratively manage the Rufiji Landscape through inclusive and sustainable practices that
safeguard ecosystems, enhance climate resilience, and support equitable socio-economic
development."
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4. Conserved biodiversity and protected ecosystems: Protecting the unique flora and fauna of the delta
landscape to sustain biodiversity.
5. Strengthened governance and institutional capacity: Building capacity among local institutions and
improving governance structures to manage the delta’s landscape resources better.
6. Adapt to and mitigate the impacts of climate change: Enhancing the resilience of both ecosystems and
communities to the effects of climate change, including rising sea levels and extreme weather events.

The Rufiji Delta Landscape (RDL) is an ecological hotspot, home to interconnected ecosystems that include 
mangrove forests, the Lower Rufiji Floodplain, seagrass meadows, and coral reefs. These ecosystems are 
essential for carbon sequestration, coastal protection, and supporting rich biodiversity. Mangroves serve 
as critical breeding grounds for marine life, while the floodplain provides fertile soils and vital habitats for 
numerous species. Seagrass meadows and coral reefs enhance marine productivity, contributing to food 
security and livelihoods for local communities. Together, these ecosystems form a natural buffer against 
climate impacts, such as storm surges and coastal erosion, while supporting sustainable livelihoods.

However, the RDL faces significant ecological challenges. Mangrove deforestation, driven by 
overharvesting for firewood and timber, threatens critical habitats, while unsustainable agricultural 
practices degrade soils in the Lower Rufiji Floodplain. Water pollution from agricultural runoff and 
industrial waste further impacts these fragile ecosystems. Climate change compounds these issues, with 
rising sea levels, increased salinity, and extreme weather events putting additional stress on mangroves, 
seagrass meadows, and coral reefs. The RDLS emphasizes the need for sustainable resource management 
to combat habitat degradation and biodiversity loss. It calls for improved water management, protection 
of mangroves and other critical habitats, habitat restoration and enhanced climate-resilience strategies.

ECOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND CHALLENGES 
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The livelihoods of communities in the Rufiji Delta Landscape are directly tied to the health of its
ecosystems. Fishing (in marine, blackish and freshwater), farming, and harvesting of forest products are
the main economic activities, but environmental degradation, resource depletion, and unclear land tenure
rights are putting increasing pressure on these livelihoods. The RDLS seeks to improve socio-economic
well-being by promoting alternative, sustainable livelihood options, securing equitable resource access,
and resolving land tenure conflicts. The strategy encourages the adoption of sustainable agricultural
practices and the development of economic incentives to reduce over-reliance on natural resources.

Weak governance, limited stakeholder coordination, and insufficient financial resources have hindered
previous conservation and development efforts in the Rufiji Delta Landscape. The RDLS addresses these
challenges by advocating for strengthened governance structures, improved institutional capacity, and
aligned rights and responsibilities among all stakeholders. The strategy emphasizes inclusive stakeholder
engagement, ensuring that local communities, government agencies, NGOs, and the private sector all play
active roles in managing the delta. The strategy also outlines sustainable financing mechanisms to support
its long-term implementation, including payments for ecosystem services (PES), carbon credits, eco-
tourism, and partnerships with development organisations.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONTEXT

INSTITUTIONAL GAPS AND GOVERNANCE
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